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The Inheritance of the Smoking Habit. 


The objective of the proposed study is to investigate the heritability 
of the tobacco smoking habit. Previous studies have not made use of modern 
methods of biometric genetic analysis, and hence do not enable us to answer the 
question. The proposed study seeks not only to partition the variation in the 
population into environmental and genetic causes, but also to provide information 
on the type of gene action involved, and to permit a statistical test of the 
adequacy of the assumptions underlying the genetic model to be used. An — 
additional objective of the study is to discover the degree to which the genetic 
and the environmental parts of the individual's smoking behavior are determined 
by personality factors, and^ to what extent these are inherited. 




The investigators' approach is through the analysis of questionnaire 
answers furnished by members of their large twin register, and by the families of 
the twins. Also being investigated are groups of foster children, now grown up, 
and their foster parents, as well as large groups of related subjects, which are 
enabling the researchers to carry out familial analyses. 

The collection of responses from the twins is now almost complete, 
and that of the foster children and parents is about half complete; in the coming 
year most attention will be given to the familial study. 
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